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Foreword

By means of reading letters, words and sentences, we acquire various types of
information. Moreover, when learning new words, the process of studying not only
includes confirming the pronunciation and meaning of those words, but can also involve
aiding people to cultivate a greater understanding of the words, improving their memory,
and even helping them study more efficiently. For all these reasons, reading is an extremely
important activity.

Because Japanese writing is made up of three types of letters — kanji, hiragana and
katakana — reading Japanese can seem difficult, and many people want to give up before
they have even begun. However, if you start practicing reading from the very beginning of
your Japanese studies, you will gradually become used to it. It will also help you to
smoothly advance to the intermediate level, at which stage much more emphasis is placed

on reading comprehension.

This book has been made with the aim of allowing people not only to become used
to reading Japanese but also to enjoy it. With this in mind, a great number of topics as well
as a variety of reading materials, ranging from stories, explanations, letters and interviews
to quizzes, questionnaires, recipes and haiku, have been included in the book.

The book closely follows the material in the individual lessons of Minna no Nihongo
II. Any words not found in Minna no Nihongo Il can be located in the Vocabulary List at
the back of the book. This book can also be used by students using other textbooks. Simply
refer to the study items list to find the most appropriate reading material.

We hope that by using this book reading Japanese will become an interesting and
enjoyable experience for everyone.

The authors
April 2001



How to use this book
This book is made up of two main parts: Main Text and Plus Alpha.

*  Main Text
Corresponding to Chapters 26 to 50 of Minna no Nihongo II , the Main Text covers
all the items to be learned in those lessons. Use this part of the book in the following
manner:

1. First of all, read the title and think about what the passage concerns.

2. Read the main body of the text. If there are any words you do not understand,
look them up in the attached Vocabulary List. Even if there are parts you do not
understand, try to read to the end of the text.

3. Do Exercise I and check your answers in the attached Answer Book. If you find
you have made a mistake, try to do the exercise in question again.

Following the instructions, do the activities outlined in Exercise 11.

5. Some data accompany the reading passages to help you completely understand

the contents. Be sure to refer to this material.

* Plus Alpha
In Chapters 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, and 50, there is also
a Plus Alpha page. Here you will find various types of reading material such as
memos, deta, quizzes, questionnaires, recipes, haiku, greeting cards, newspaper arti-
cles, etc. If you have the time, please try these.
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vending machine
ice

without ~
adjust

increase
money exchange

automatic teller ma-

chine
meter

all ~ long
paper cup
and
increase
number
others
total
cocoa

point
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nose
position, location
horse

lion

be side by side
far away

catch

distance

monkey

jump

human being
(counter for long
objects)

grass

sheep
hippopotamus

be different depending
on

deer

bear

crocodile, alligator
camel

frog

tiger
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finish the race
athlete
the fifth
Stockholm
(in Sweden)
meet
marathon
second
record
pour water on oneself

at the point of ~
fall down

save

hard

be glad

ashamed

stadium
announcement

Mr. Kanaguri, Japan

event
grandchild
Sweden

history
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ancient times
Athens

war

call off

de Coubertin, Pierre
(1863-1937)
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questionnaire
embarrassing

more than —

talking in one’s sleep
master of ceremonies
zipper

manhole

fall

example

politician

pimple

spot

fat

children

academic record

life

age

lost love

sweetheart

(plain equivalent of T
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annoying
railway company

spit

floor
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manner
makeup
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live long

age
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at that time
sink
Southampton
head for
iceberg

come about
boat

one ~
separate

the last
moment

band

save

bottom

shock

after that
commit suicide

they
salvage

length
width
height
weight
ton
maximum speed

— knot
-th class
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(title of a film)

princess
Rome
newspaper reporter

(title of a film)

middle-aged
boring
look forward to

(title of a film)

feel nervous
be enchanted
be excited

be irritated

common knowledge
go down

clean

lukewarm

believe

shoulder

warm

long

terrible

eel

pickled plum
watermelon

upset one’s stomach
medically

a lot of

as it is

strange
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bowels
begin to move

gastric

with long strides

muscle
height
sole

massage

check

heart

vessel

point, score
oil

pulse
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pillow

throb
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robot
single life

increase
also, and
number

old people
take care
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quantity
increase
cow
sheep
PIg
chicken
population
~ times
half
meadow
forest
Central America

one third
also, and
corm
approximately
Energy

= liter
beef
Texas
California
people
protect
Hungary
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separate

more and more, one af-
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environmental
hormones
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foods

cancer
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carbon dioxide
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ecology

— degree

— point
recycling
offer

saving energy
detergent

oil

dirt

wipe

not so bad
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Galapagos
tortoise
very much fond of

orangutan
smuggle

crocodile, alligator
strict
Say hello to ~, please.

e-mail

ume (Japanese apricot)
memory

cry

hometown

be looking forward to

postscript
sweetheart
relatives
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(counter for small
animals)
rehabilitation

traiming
nature
kind
1950's

become extinct

put on

Meiji era
century

beef

prawn, shrimp
frog

Taisho era

curry powder
nutritious

army
1960’s
instant
CUrTy roux
type
noodles

all sorts of things
production amount
graph

spice

temperature

after that
microwave oven

boil -in-the-bag food

canned food
noodles
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Japanese savory
pancake
flour
cup
cabbage
shaved dried bonito
finely cut dried green
laver
frying pan
oil
spread
round
spread
fry
prawn, shrimp
turn over

scorch
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ambulance

fire department
calm down

fire engine
near

be confused
advise
emergency
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speed
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strange
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cousin

boot

patrol car

care

old

knock

police department
be proud of

happening
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Japanese poem consist-
ing of 17 syllables
syllable
poem
rhythm
symbolize
poet (1763-1783)

cold winter wind

setting sun
blow down

novelist (1867-1916)

(the sun) set
quietness

rock

sink into

cicada

poet (1644-1694)

rape blossoms
sun

poet (1716-1783)
field
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ESLe
fly
vertically
— passenger car
kind
wing
as it is
width
number
speed
distance
— liter
horsepower
others
advertisement
number
vehicle
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eye lotion

contact lens

credit card
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vaccine
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The Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter
bamboo
mysterious
light

give out

be pleased
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